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 “I believe Life is full of unfairness” (20). 
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Mrs. Brainer had a rule cause of Lance Dodge. Rule was – If you have to go to  
bathroom before break time you forfeit recess rights. So. 10/13/1973.  
Amy=Senior, Student Council Secy. Larry=10th grade, Janice=5th. I was in  
this room. 2nd grade. Second chair, Fourth row. Tucker in front of me,  
L. Dodge to my left. I had uneasy feeling about my Dad. Had to get home.  
Wanted to get home. Momma was in Motley with Arnie for tests. Found out  
he was retarded that August. I had a sick feeling. . . I had this sick feeling  
and made plans to run home during recess. But I had to pee so I squeezed my  
legs so hard. It was 8 minutes till recess when I we my pants. L. Dodge told  
Mrs. Brainer. I cleaned it up while others went outside. Autopsy determined  
that about same time my Dad was hanging himself, I was peeing in my seat.  
H. Ha ha ha he he he he ha ha ha. He ha. (155) 
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I drive around town and dream about going places. I dream about the kind of  
families I watched on TV as a kid. I dream about pretty people and fast cars,  
and I dream I’m still me but my family is someone else. I dream I’m still me.  
(33) 

 

	 

	  
	 

	 

	 

	  

	 	 

	 

	  



	  
 

I don’t ask for much. Just let me see my boy turn eighteen. That’s not too  
much to ask, is it? (29) 
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Now, with a world full of Lance Dodge fans, I find it difficult to decipher the  
purpose of things. He is as phoney as you can be and everyone wants him,  
everyone wants to be him, or to know him, touch him. (204) 
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The mayor tells us that all of the costumes were great, that all the kids are  
winners. If that is the case, then please tell me why we even bother having  
prizes and ribbons. If everyone is a winner, then what is the point? . . . The  
point is that the man making the announcement, the mayor of this town,  
Jerry Gaps, is lying. (175) 

 

	 

	 	 

	  
	 

	  
 

My brother’s costume is the exception. He looks like an American. In fact, he  
behaves like one. When he tried to pick up the first kid he knocked down, he  
smashed into several others, it snowballed, chaos ensued. My brother very  
much resembled America today in pretty much all things. (175) 

 

	 	 



	 	 

	  
 
 

 

	 

	 

	  
 

Fortunately I rarely speak what I think. (22) 
 

He says he doesn’t see how I can be so cold about it. 
I say that if you live with something long enough, it becomes normal. (38) 

 

	 

	 

	  
	  

 
You stopped having feelings a long time ago. (226) 

 
	 

	  
 

I might be now, but one day I’ll have blue hair and blotched skin and plastic  
teeth and maybe one breast left. If the thought of that appeals to you, then  



we might talk about hanging out. But if you’re into the surface thing, the  
beauty thing, then I might just have to turn around, snap off your head, and  
eat you. (41) 

 
It’s the insides of a watermelon that are best. Maybe if you expressed an  
interest in getting to know my insides. (93) 
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My father built this house with his own hands the year he married my  
mother, in honor of their nuptials. (43) 
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 Women cook things. Men fix things. 

Oh. 
This is the way in America. (43) 

 

	 

	 	 	  

	 

	  

	 	 

	 

	  
 

I’ve often thought that my dad killed himself because he could see the future.  
They say he was the most hopeful man ever. He was apparently a constant  
supporter, compliment giver, and always had a kind word for everybody. (49) 

 

	 

	 

	 

 “my dad killed himself because he could see the 
future” 

	 

	  
 
 

	 



 

	  
 

You don’t fix things by destroying them. . . There’s a better way. Find the  
better way. (274) 
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